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Sept 4 Brazos Church Pantry 

Sept 12 Men’s Pancake Breakfast 

Sept 26 New Member classes start 

Sept 30 Film viewing: “Papers” 

Oct 2 Brazos Church Pantry 

Oct 3 Neighbors in Need offering 

Oct 8 
Friends BBQ Eve 
Preparation & Fellowship 

Oct 9 Friends Annual BBQ 

Oct 17 Children’s Sabbath Sunday 

Oct 17-24 Family Promise Ministry 

Oct 24 CROP Walk 

Oct 31 
All Saints Sunday 
New Member Sunday 
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PASTOR DAN AND THE D.MIN. 
 

by Ruth Schemmer 

Moderator 
 

 For some time now, Pastor Dan has been working toward earning his Doctor of 

Ministry degree through Brite Divinity School in Ft. Worth. A D.Min. is a practice-based 

doctorate—those seeking it must be actively engaged in ministry and their dissertation 

project must be related to hands-on ministry in their field location. Dan has finished all his 

coursework and is in the final months of his project now.  The time he spends on his project 

is directly related to his ministry at Friends. 

 In an effort to support Dan and allow this aspect of his ministry to take the forefront 

over the next few months, the Pastoral Relations Committee has recommended that a few 

shifts take place in weekly responsibilities. The Steering Committee has endorsed these 

recommendations, as well. 

 From September through December, Rev. Tamara’s responsibilities will include 

preaching one Sunday per month. In addition, Tamara and Ana Deter (who is pursuing 

Licensed Lay Ministry) will work with Dan and the Worship Committee to plan and lead 

the Wednesday evening services each week. 

 So this fall will bring new learning and new opportunities for leadership! You’ll be 

hearing more about Dan’s project as it moves through the approval stage with Brite and 

into the active stage here at Friends. We appreciate Dan’s dedication to continual learning 

about ministry and how we live out God’s witness here in College Station. Let’s offer him 

our hearty support! 

WELCOME BACK,  

REV. TAMARA! 
 

We’ve been missing Rev. Tamara 

this summer, as she was ministering 

in the beautiful outdoors of Maine, 

providing sustenance for campers at 

a summer camp. She will be 

rejoining us here at Friends this 

month, so you can 

expect to see her 

soon.  Welcome 

back — we’ve 

missed you! 

 

 

Friends screening: 
 

 

 On Thursday, September 30, 2010, Friend’s church will be showing the movie, 

―Papers.‖  This is a documentary about undocumented youth living in the United States.  

The story is told through five young characters who need ―papers‖ desperately but 

choose to take the risks of arrest, detention and deportation to a country they do not 

even remember, in order to bring to light some of the stories of the two million 

undocumented children who live in the U.S. today.  It is a story of undocumented youth 

and the challenges they face as they turn 18 without legal status.  This 90 minute movie 

will start at 7:30 p.m.  Like any movie theatre, popcorn and sodas will be available.   

 With immigration issues being a hot topic, this will lead to a panel discussion.  

This will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 3, at Friends.  Details are still being 

worked out at ―press‖ time.   

 

Linda Coats 

Justice and Mission Committee 



 

 

From the Pastor... 
Dear Church Family, 
 

 On September 1st, I will have been the pastor of Friends 

Church for five years.  That doesn’t seem very long, but in 

the life of a church that is only 31 years young, five years is 

a long time.  Something that has been added to our ministry 

in those five years is the Podcasts, the Sunday sermons made 

accessible in cyberspace.  Presently, about 60 of the people 

who visit our website each week direct-download the 

sermon.  Additionally, there is an unknown amount of folks 

subscribed to the podcasts via iTunes.  It’s exciting to realize 

that our congregation is that much larger and diverse based 

on the podcast-listening folks who may never darken our 

door, but who are certainly a part of who we are as a 

congregation. 

 On Easter Sunday, 2008, I shared a story about my 

childhood friend Andy, and about how he demonstrated 

grace to me.  Sparing you the details of that story, I offer this 

response to it from Mark, a Presbyterian podcast junkie, who 

lives in Austin and is subscribed to our podcasts.  Mark 

wrote me this email in April of 2008: 

 Your story about Andy was touching, but made me re-

think my faith in a new way.  I believe that Jesus is 

transforming us all, and he does it in many unique ways.  

Image: hearing a transforming truth, sitting in my kitchen, 

drinking a cup of coffee.  Isn’t it supposed to happen in a 

great stadium?  Or with fire coming down from on high?  Or 

over a cup of Maxwell House and just a little too much Half 

and Half?  

 Your Andy story reminded me of a time when I 

experienced Grace for the first time.  My grandparents lived 

in a small town in west Texas.  I was there visiting for the 

summer, about 14 years old, itching to do something for 

them, and itching to drive their old 1963 Mercury Monterey.  

I offered to drive that bad machine down three blocks to a 

self-serve car wash and wash it.   Even though I didn't have 

a license, they trusted me with their car.  I headed down the 

side street with a bottle of Windex, a can of car wax, a bottle 

of Armor All, some old rags, and I spent the afternoon 

detailing this masterpiece of an old car.  At some point 

during this process, I decided to power wash the engine. 

 There it was, shiny and like new. It had been vacuumed, 

shined, washed and dried, and it looked and smelled as 

good as it possibly could.  I was one lucky grandson, and 

proud of the job that I had done. Then I cranked it up. 

Instantly the old car, purchased when I was only a year old, 

burst into flames.  Washing the engine wasn't such a good 

idea after all.  Something shorted, and all the wiring burned 

as I sat there with tears in my eyes.   

  The mechanic told my grandparents that the cost of 

repairing the old car would be senseless.   My grandparents 

were on a fixed income, and buying a new car was 

impossible.  My grandmother would never drive again.  Her 

living situation changed in that instant. How would she buy 

groceries, or take my grandfather to the doctor?  I was guilt 

ridden.  I should have never washed the engine.  I should 

have washed it in their driveway.  Had I only worked on 

their car so that I could drive it?  I had done a bad thing. 

 When I got back to my grandmother's house, she told 

me that she appreciated what I had done, and how 

wonderful the car looked, even though it was no longer 

drivable.  She called my parents, who would not have been 

happy that I had driven in town with no license, and told 

them the story, and made me look like a hero.  "Why, that 

car might have caught fire in the garage overnight, and 

burned the house.  He may have saved our lives!" 

 It's been over 30 years since I burned up my 

grandparent's car.  That event has nagged me all these 

years…until now.  Andy showed me how to put it to work for 

good.  You told us in your podcast to look back at the 

“Andy's” in our lives.  That was sure an Andy moment for 

me.  I need to be an instrument of Grace, like Andy, and like 

Grandma.  Thanks for telling me that.  I know that I'll 

always remember the Andy story.  The transformation-meter 

just clicked one notch in Austin. 

 

Jesus said that he came to set the captives free, and it is the 

mission of Friends Church to change (transform) God’s 

world one act of love at a time.  In his kitchen listening to 

our podcast, Mark was transformed, changed.  He was set 

free from something that had kept him in chains for over 

thirty years.  In his words, that was grace.  What an 

empowering thought that our mission is an articulation of 

God’s grace in the world that seeks to set free the captive 

one act of love at a time.  Now, in what ways will we do that 

through Friends Church in the next five years? 

 

Thanks, Mark, 

Dan 

P A G E  2  T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Pastor Dan pointing out the Men's Ministry's recognition 

at the Brazos Valley Food Bank's Feast of Caring.  
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by Ana Deter 

 

 As big as the state of Texas is, there 

are only a few lighthouses.  If you 

haven’t ever seen one, these majestic 

towers loom over an ocean cliff and emit 

streams of light.  They are used to mark 

dangerous coastlines, hazardous shoals 

and reefs, and provide safe entries to 

harbors.  As ominous as they are, in 

moments of distress they become the 

symbol of hope, safety and refuge. 

 I have always been fascinated with 

lighthouses, but also revere the 

lighthouse keepers.  They are called 

“keepers of the light” and there are so 

many heroic stories of their steadfast 

commitment to those travelers who got 

lost on their journey. There is no longer a 

need for lighthouse keepers, and 

lighthouses are all but extinct, but when 

you think of a lighthouse, the images that 

come to mind are that of strength, 

consistency, clarity of vision, and 

guidance. 

 Churches are often described as 

lighthouses with their beacons of light 

shining where there is only dark,  

providing a signal of safe passage to 

follow home.  Most all of us will agree 

that College Station is a busy harbor and 

people come in and out of our lives like 

waves on a beach.   

 As I continue to grow and study the 

word of God, I realize that our church is 

a beacon for all of us who are on a 

journey.  And as every traveler knows, 

it’s the journey — not the arrival — that 

matters.  Friends Congregational Church 

has become a lighthouse in our 

community which harbors those who 

believe in living, teaching, and faithfully 

proclaiming the Good News.  As we 

begin a new year may we all continue to 

be “keepers of the light,” committed to 

those who are looking for a safe passage 

to follow home. 

 

Anatomy of a Call 
 

 

God is light; in him there is no darkness at all 

1 John 1:5 

Matters of Spirituality 
 

by Tamara Franks 

 

 Nourishment has been a fascinating 

thing for me this summer. Have you ever 

noticed what folks eat or for that matter 

what you put into your own mouth?  Some 

of us don’t or won’t eat leftovers . . . ever. 

Some of us only eat white food.  Some of 

us can’t stand squishy foods . . . those 

textures . . . yikes.  

 You can imagine, then, my 

fascination this summer as the cook for 60 

people most of the time, 40 or more of 

those being our teens. Each night we 

offered our own rendition of a salad bar. 

Fresh, organic, gorgeous heads of lettuce 

bought from a local farmer, along with 

locally grown tomatoes, cukes, and 

peppers. Then, for diversity and fun, we 

would add everything from black olives to 

garbanzo beans, pepperoni, black beans, 

eggs and artichoke hearts. It was from this 

assortment that my observation skills were 

fascinated.  

 Plates with a mound of artichoke 

hearts would come for the main dish. Or, 

one night I watched an eighth grader 

continue to spoon sliced black olives onto 

her bare plate as the line behind her 

patiently waited. Then there was the night 

when we were out of lettuce (my ineptness 

with planning ahead adequately came out). 

It was glorious chicken nugget night. I 

can’t just serve chicken nuggets and tater 

tots. Yes they will love them, but . . . so, 

with gorgeous carrots, tomatoes and cukes, 

a lovely platter of ―dipping‖ veggies was 

offered. To my excited surprise, the platter 

was demolished as plates with mounds of 

quartered tomatoes or an assortment of 

cucumber rounds and carrots sticks 

presented themselves for nuggets and tots.  

 Where and from what do we find 

nourishment? Is it all from one source —

that pile of black olives or mound of 

croutons? Have you thought about trying  

flan one more time?  Spiritually, I find that 

when I crave foods, it is not always my 

stomach really needing food; but, instead, 

my spirit is yearning for something more 

than lettuce. As good as that organic, 

freshly harvested red leaf lettuce is, I need 

something more. For me this summer that 

was found sitting still  . . . and watching 

what people ate, wondering what Jesus 

meant when he said, ―Feed my sheep.‖  

Listening, laughter, talking, being present, 

being still,  offering hospitality, receiving 

others’ gifts . . . all nourishment.  

  Grow Deep 

                         Love Wide 

                                              Tell the World 

 

Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving 
 

 

 Our church is now offering electronic giving, which allows you to make 

donations once or on a scheduled, automatic basis. If you are writing checks and 

preparing envelopes every week, you will especially appreciate electronic giving.  It 

is convenient for you and provides much-needed donation consistency for our church. 

 To set up electronic contributions, visit the Friends church website at http://

www.friends-ucc.org.  In the upper right corner click ―Online Giving‖ and follow 

the directions to donate.  Electronic contributions can be made using the following 

payment methods:  checking account, savings account, debit card, or credit card.  If 

you need assistance getting started, contact Beth Becker (fin_sec@friends-ucc.org) 

or Glenn Thurman (webmaster@friends-ucc.org).  Secure donation services are 

provided by Vanco Services, LLC. Vanco processes electronic donations for more 

than 10,000 churches and nonprofit organizations. 

 

Friends Congregational Church – UCC 
Offering God’s extravagant welcome to all 
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SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 

01 Ikie Cooper 
02 Kathy Langlotz 
03 Sue Meisel-Harer 
06 Barb Lorraine 
11 Veronica Cone 
15 Rhoda Bertsch 
21 Glenn Thurman 
23 Kate Kiernat 
25 Stephen Loonam 
26 Richard Loeppert 
27 Lorraine Rosales 
30  Michelle Williamson 
30 Kent Morris 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

September  
Anniversaries  

 

01   Carie & Bill Garrett  
26  Brennan Marshall &  
           James Tidrow  

Happy Anniversary! 

It’s BBQ Time Again! 

 
by Sally Manthei 
 

 Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 9, 2010 and join us 

for our Annual Friends Church BBQ from 12:00 until 3:00 p.m. 

 For those of you who have never experienced a Friends Church 

BBQ, you are in for a treat.  We're not talking your basic backyard 

cookout.  Rather, this is an event that begins Friday evening as 

Jerome, Ludy, and Andy fire up the pit and start basting, turning, and 

all-night cooking.  However, the Friday night before is also 

fellowship time and you are invited to stop by around 7:00 p.m. for 

fun and laughs and some of the best munchies ever.  Don't forget 

your lawn chairs, snacks, and favorite beverages to share. 

 Then bring your friends on Saturday along with a big appetite 

to chow down on the best BBQ brisket and sausage around, plus the 

Lucchese/Lindquist families' fantastic freshly grilled veggies and our 

own Tom Vogel's fantastic beans.  BBQ sauce will be provided by 

our chefs. 

 We will need help with setup, serving, 

cleanup, and food donations of slaw, potato 

salad, condiments, bread, and desserts.  

Loaves of bread, jars of pickles, and sliced 

onions will also be needed.  So, watch for 

those sign-up sheets. 

 Tickets will go on sale in early 

September and will also be available at the 

door on BBQ day.  Mark your calendars now. 

Notes of Thanks é 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 

 Thank you for your generous gifts received during the months of January through June 

of $325.00 to support Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries. Your contribution will provide 

critical support for each seminary.  Thank you for making theological education a vital 

ministry of your congregation.   

 Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries strengthen our churches by providing lay 

theological education programs and continuing education for the leaders in our churches.  

The seminaries bring greater vitality to our churches — in worship, in Christian education 

for all ages, and in providing meaningful justice and outreach ministries. 
 

With gratitude, 

Kiely Todd Roska 

Development Coordinator 

 

 

 

 On behalf of our partner agencies and the neighbors is need that together we serve, 

please accept my sincere gratitude for your $500 Pallet Sponsorship received in support of 

our 17th Annual Feast of Caring.  It is heartwarming to know that the individuals that make 

up the churches like yours believe that hunger relief in the Brazos Valley is a cause worth 

supporting. 

 Because funds raised for and at the Feast of Caring go directly to aiding the Brazos 

Valley Food Bank in its works to eliminate hunger in the Brazos Valley, please know that 

your support of this event brings us that much closer to 

fulfilling this important mission. 
 

With heartfelt appreciation, 

Theresa E. Mangapora, MSW 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Whatôs in a Name? 
 
by Beth Leopold 

 

As we kick off a new school year and new folks come 
to B/CS and are church shopping, we need to 
remember our óextravagant welcome.ô That includes 
letting visitors (and those of us with spotty memories) 
know who we are. So, letôs all wear our name tags 
to show that we are welcoming and accessible! 
Every member has a name tag. If you havenôt taken 
it home, it should be hanging on one of the holders 
by the Peace Corner. If you canôt find it, want to 
change your name, or just want a new one, please 
contact the office and request one (please include 
the spelling). Each of us carries many labels, but our 
names are the best one. Letôs flaunt the best and 
wear it proudly during Wednesday and Sunday 
worship. 
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News from the Brazos Association  

 Our Brazos Association Fall Meeting 

is coming up on Saturday, October 16th, 

10 am to noon, at the Church of the 

Savior. Lunch will follow.  At our 

meeting, we will celebrate and explore the 

partnerships  many of our Association 

churches have with other denominations.  

About a third of our churches are affiliated 

across denominations: Church of the 

Savior with the Alliance of Baptists and 

American Baptists; United Christian and 

our new church start, Hope United, with 

the Christian Church/Disciples of Christ; 

and Rolling Hills with the Disciples, 

United Methodists, and Presbyterians.  In 

addition, many of our ministers were 

ordained in these denominations, the 

United Campus Ministries at Texas A&M 

is an interdenominational ministry with 

students, and some of our churches have 

youth groups and community ministries in 

partnership with Disciples and other 

neighboring churches.  The United Church 

of Christ has, as part of its identity from 

its founding, one of the strongest 

commitments of the American churches to 

these partnerships, and we are living this 

commitment in a significant way right 

here in our Association.  We will share 

about how these partnerships work in our 

churches and among the wider churches.  

We will also take time to share news of 

our churches and enrich our fellowship as 

an Association.  I hope you will join us on 

October 16th.  You are all invited!   

Church of the Savior is located at 3402 

Little Elm Trail in Cedar Park, about a 

block off of Highway 620 near Lakeline 

Mall.  A map can be found on their 

website at http://www.icots.org/ . 

 At our Church and Ministry 

Committee meeting last May, we voted to 

receive two more ministry students in-care 

of the Brazos Association: Beth Gleason 

and Martin Garrison.  Both are members 

and in care students at Congregational 

Church of Austin and both are in the 

Master of Divinity program at Austin 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  Beth 

has a M. A. in Theology from Seminary of 

the Southwest in Austin and is continuing 

her work to prepare for ministry.  She 

plans to do her internship at Church of the 

Savior beginning next spring, with Rev. 

Mary Wilson as her supervisor.  Martin 

was formerly one of the pastors of St. 

Thomas, a church start that discontinued its 

ministry last September.  He decided to 

pursue ordination in the United Church of 

Christ and will be beginning his internship 

at Congregational Church this fall with 

Rev. Tom VandeStadt as his supervisor.  I 

hope many of you will have the chance to 

meet Martin and Beth to welcome them to 

the Brazos Association.  We are delighted 

to have them among us. 

 

Blessings in Christ, 

Liz Nash 

Brazos Association Minister 
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News from the  

Men’s Ministry of Friends Church 

 

by Dan De Leon 

 Last month, the Men’s Ministry of Friends Congregational Church raised $504 

dollars in support of the Brazos Valley Food Bank’s Feast of Caring.  The donation 

granted our group ―Pallet‖ level sponsorship, and our name appeared on a couple of 

large posters that were on display in the narthex area of the Brazos Center during the 

Feast of Caring on Aug. 11th (see picture on page 2).  The next Men’s Breakfast at 

Friends Church will be held on September 12th at 8am.  Our group hopes to continue 

growing in friendship and faith as we determine ways we can share and act out the 

mission of our church: ―…to change God’s world one act of love at a time.‖ 

 

Stirrings from 

Steering 

 
1. There have been 800 "unique" 

visits to the Friends website. 

2. There will be a work day in 

October. 

3. Bridget will coordinate with 

Trustees Chair (currently Kathy 

Slater) or Moderator (currently 

Ruth Schemmer) any ongoing non-

rental use of the building. 

4. A&M campus engineering 

department will rebuild the 

playground at no charge. 

5. Capital Campaign - Contract with 

Havey & Associates has been 

signed and mailed along with 

$5,000 retainer.  Campaign to take 

place January to May 2011. 

6. Tamara will preach one Sunday a 

month and hopes to do a retreat in 

the fall. 

7. Discussed coordination of Dan's 

work on his dissertation with the 

life of Friends Church. 

 

Sally Manthei 

Steering Secretary 

http://www.icots.org/
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Family Promise  
by the Numbers 

 

Anne Wehrly & Linda Coats 

Co-coordinators 
 

The week of August 15-August 22 a 

total of 35 volunteers from Friends, 

ably assisted by volunteers from 

Covenant Presbyterian (3) and Faith 

UCC (7),  hosted three families who 

made  Friends Church their home.  A 

total of 240  hours of time was 

donated by our volunteers.    Our 

volunteers ranged  in age from twelve 

to seventy.  A FP family of four was 

moved into their duplex by three 

youth and two adults from Friends and 

other helping hands from Family 

Promise families.   ―We couldn’t have 

done it without you‖ were the words 

from the mother of the family getting 

a new home.  Countless hours were 

spent  working on getting the seven 

FP students, ranging in age from 4 to 

17, registered and ready to go for the 

first day of school.  Four cases of 

Gatorade were consumed by our 

football players (and others) due to hot 

temperatures during two-a-days.  

When the Social Justice class finished 

with loading  the thirteen beds in the 

trailer, one of our other volunteers did  

14  loads of laundry so we can do it all 

again in October!!!  The whole 

experience for those of us who were a 

part of it is too good to count! 

 

Join us Sunday Mornings ... 
 

 

Social Justice Sunday School Class 
 

by Nell Lindquist 

 The aim of the Social Justice class is to explore how our spiritual beliefs inform 

our daily life and our interactions with the world. We are interested in how religious 

teachings from the past 2,000 years are interpreted and applied in modern society. 

Class discussion is wide-ranging and often irreverent, but we try to keep these 

questions in mind: 

¶ Are we living our beliefs and following the model of Jesus as active members of 

our community? 

¶ Are we acting on the principle that "Justice is what love looks like in public?‖ 
  

 Topics for the upcoming year include Sabbath practices, immigration, and 

addressing poverty in the midst of our plenty. The class uses a variety of sources for 

discussion materials, including books and current news stories, television 

documentaries, popular movies, and podcasts. 

 All are welcome! For more information, contact Nell Lindquist, 

rbohemian1017@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday Morning Manna is Back! 
 

by Ana Deter 

This class takes multiple approaches to studying the Bible!  There are literally 

hundreds of different belief systems, and approaches to understanding the Bible.  It is 

one of the greatest mysteries of our time!  Manna is a direct result of the need for 

substantive answers to real intellectual and moral challenges to faith.  Just as important 

as having answers is having resources and strategies for dealing with such issues.  Join 

us Sunday mornings at 9:30 for a different kind of adult Bible class.  It’s called 

Manna! 

Theology on Tap  
 

Tuesdays, 5:15 pm 

Murphyõs Law,  Downtown Bryan 
 

Theology on Tap has an amazing line-up of guest discussion leaders in 

September!   Kyle Walker or Dan De Leon will be on hand to join in on the discussion 

and help welcome our guests. 
 

September 7:  This week contains both Rosh Hashanah and the conclusion of 

Ramadan.  Rev. Ted Foote, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Bryan will 

lead a discussion entitled ―Community Interfaith Relationships:  Can We Be at Each 

Others’ Ears Rather Than at Each Others’ Throats? And, If So, How?‖    
 

September 14:  "Patriot Day" will be observed on September 11 to remember the 

attacks of 2001 on the United States.  Rev. Sean Cox, Pastor of St. Andrews Episcopal 

Church and a chaplain in the military will reflect with us on his work as a minister 

bringing the peace of Christ within the context of the military setting.   
 

September 21:  Summer is officially over and the election season is heating up.  Rev. 

Dr. Kyle Walker of United Campus Ministry reflects on "God is not partisan, church 

and state are separate, but doesn't God want us to care about the issues?  What do we 

do with that?" 
  
September 28:  No Theology on Tap tonight 

New Member 

classes 

starting soon! 
  

 
Curious about joining the 
church?  Interested in learning 
m o r e  a b o u t  F r i e n d s 
Congregational Church and the 
United Church of Christ?  Want to 
meet new people over lunch and 
four informative classes?  Mark 
your calendar for Sept. 26, Oct. 3, 
17 and 24.  For more information, 
contact Rev. Dan De Leon at 
pastor@friends-ucc.org, or visit 
www.friends-ucc.org and search 
under ñfeatured events.ò 
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Brazos Church Pantry  
Volunteers Urgently Needed! 
 
The Brazos Church Pantry is open six days per week, 
Monday through Saturday, for 1 İ hours each day. The 
increase in needy people in our community means that the 
workload of Pantry volunteers has greatly increased. There is 
an urgent need for more volunteers to help serve the growing 
number of families who need our services. It has been 
particularly hard on the Monday through Friday volunteers, 
many of whom are older, retired folks. Unless we can 
adequately staff the Pantry, we will be forced to further reduce 
our hours of operation, or even close the Pantry altogether. 
Volunteer duties include interviewing clients, stocking shelves, 
and distributing food. WEEKDAY VOLUNTEERS ARE 
ESPECIALLY NEEDED! For more information, please contact 
Tim Scott at tim@science.tamu.edu, or call the Pantry at 
(979) 822-2660. 

 

State and Local groups raise awareness of 

same-sex domestic violence 
 

 Equality Texas Foundation, in partnership with Texas 

Advocacy Project, the local chapter of the National Association of 

Social Workers, and ALLGO – a statewide queer people of color 

organization, present “Increasing Access to Justice: Advocating 

for LGBT Victims of Domestic Violence” on October 22-23, 2010. 

Training consists of a daylong workshop for professional law 

enforcement and social service providers, on Friday, followed by 

the same workshop open to the general public on Saturday.  

 Education includes basic information on Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) family violence, legal and 

protective orders, and basic skill building for enabling community 

members to address domestic violence in the Brazos Valley. 

 Registration for the event is $10, with an additional $10 for 

those interested in obtaining professional continuing education 

credits. Scholarships are available per inquiry.                    
 

Workshop I: Geared towards social service professionals 
October 22nd: 8am to 5pm 

"Brazos Room", Brazos Valley Area Agency on Aging 

3991 East 29th Street, Bryan, TX 77805- 4128 

Parking available in front at no charge 
 

Workshop II: Open to the general public 
October 23rd: 8am to 5pm 

Cain B-111 (the POD), TAMU (http://aggiemap.tamu.edu/) 

Parking at CAIN Hall on weekends and in Koldus Parking Garage 

Venue brought to you by Texas A&M Aggie Allies 
 

 Interested parties may contact Katy Stewart at (979) 820-

1048 or by email at katystewart@equalitytexas.org or Ed Lane at 

naswbrazosvalley@yahoo.com. 

 

Hospice Auxiliary 

Kick Off Meeting 
 

 

Pebble Creek Country Club 

Wednesday, September 22 – 10:30am 

 

FREE to attend the meeting,  

$17.00 optional luncheon 
 

Please join us as The Hospice Auxiliary celebrates 20 years 

as the volunteer fund raising arm of Hospice Brazos Valley.  

The Hospice Auxiliary, along with family and friends, will 

celebrate this milestone by recognize past presidents as well 

as enjoying a touching slide show of some of the early fund-

raising efforts. Please join us to reminisce and help plan our 

future endeavors.  Our greatest need is new volunteers.  Plan 

to attend this celebration on September 22 at 10:30 AM at the 

Pebble creek Country Club.  Contact Anne Hazen (695-2015) 

or Helen Cluck (693-2241) for more information. 

https://mail1.equalitytexas.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://mail1.equalitytexas.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://aggiemap.tamu.edu/
mailto:katystewart@equalitytexas.org
mailto:naswbrazosvalley@yahoo.com


 

 

P A G E  8  T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

On August 21st, the Friends Church Youth Group met in the church parking lot to divide up for two work projects.  This kicked off a 

day of service and fun that the 16 young people and their five adult volunteers will not soon forget!  Read oné 
 

From Spencer Williamson:   On Saturday August 21st the youth group did two different things. Part of the group went to the Church Pantry 

and about 1/4 of the group went to help a Family Promise Family move into their new house.  This is my story about how we helped 

Shannon and her sons.  Our first stop was the Family Promise Day Center. We moved everything from lamps to washers, and a lot of it was 

heavy lifting. It was hot and I was getting sweaty. Once we got everything in the van we went to our second area except we did not know 

exactly where it was so we drove here and there and here and there and here and there. FINALLY we found the storage area. Here we 

moved a few beds, toys, and some clothes. After that we drove to their new home.  Once we got done with everything we started driving 

back to the Day Center. As we were driving back there, Shannon said ―We couldn’t do it with out you.‖ Hearing these words made it all 

worth it. Her words really touched my heart.  Thank you. 
 

From Allyson Goodman:  Last Saturday the youth group went to the Church Pantry and helped out there for about 2 hours. In total we had 

about 13 kids or so that came and joined us. Coming in they showed us how to bag everything together. We were also shown the interview 

rooms and all the people in the waiting room. I didn't really expect to see mothers with young kids sitting in that waiting room area. I know 

that all the kids and myself included had our eyes opened to just how lucky we were to be able to have money to buy food. Later on we did 

find out that not only do they not pay for this and receive very little, they have to make it last for a month because they are not allowed to 

return to get more. Walking in there made me empowered to do more work or come in on certain days just to help restock or come in every 

other Saturday.  
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 2200 Southwood Drive 

College Station, Texas 77845 

Phone: 979-693-7021 

E-mail: office@friends-ucc.org 

Webpage:  www.friends-ucc.org 

 

COMMUNION BREAD GROUP 

We need volunteers to help make  approximately 16 loaves of communion bread per month. We will provide you 
with the simple recipe used to bake the loaves. If you are interested, please contact the church office at 

office@friends-ucc.org or 979-693-7021.  Please consider becoming part of our  Communion Bread Group! 

The Connection is a monthly publication of Friends Congregational Church (UCC).   

Comments, suggestions, and submissions are welcome. 

Did you miss the 

sermon last Sunday? 

Hear it online  

at http://friends-ucc.org 

Volunteer Church Leaders Church Staff 

Moderator Ruth Schemmer Pastor Rev. Dan De Leon 

Congregational 

Representatives 

Beth Leopold 

Mark Thomas 

Minister of  

Spiritual Dev. 

Rev. Tamara Franks 

Deputy  

Moderators 

Kathy Slater 

Anne Wehrly 

Director of  

Music Ministries 

Chris Hoffman 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 

10:00am - 12:00pm 
 

Meeting with Pastor - Monday is the pastorõs weekday off.  To arrange an appointment 

with or to contact the pastor, call or email Rev. De Leon at pastor@friends-ucc.org. 

Worship Opportunities 
Sunday 10:30 am 

Wednesday 6:30 pm 

Sunday School,  
 

9:15 am for all 

 

Childcare available for all services 


