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WELCOME TO FRIENDS CHURCH!

We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. Friends

Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the United Church of

Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of our church—people of

all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and abilities. No matter who you
are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome
cards are located in the chair backs to fill out and leave in the offering plate during today’s offerto-
ry. If you are joining us online for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at https://
www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are here, so please let us know if there is

anything we can do for you.

CHILDCARE: We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. Chil-
dren of all ages are welcome in worship or you may choose childcare, offered for ages 1-5 in the
nursery down the hall through the piano side double doors. We currently have Covid Protocols in
place, which you can find posted outside the nursery door.

WiFi: To access church WiFi, please use this login information:
WiFi - The Promised LAN Password: stillspeaking

RESTROOMS are located through the double doors on the piano side of the sanctuary. Gender
assigned restrooms are straight down at the end of the hall, and a gender neutral restroom is to
the immediate right.

LEADING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:

Lay Leader: Tom Vogel
Greeters: Dwight Roblyer

Next Sunday, January 5:

Lay Leader: Kartina Stewart

Communion Steward: Naomi Liebknecht
Greeter: Alex Cannon

We give God thanks for our volunteers sharing their gifts. To volunteer for a Sunday as a lay lead-
er, communion steward, or greeter, email worship@friends-ucc.org.

COMMUNION ON REQUEST: While the sacrament of communion is observed in worship
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at Friends, communion is available any Sunday on re-
quest. If you would like to receive communion on a 2nd, 4th, or 5th Sunday, please find one of our
pastors to serve you at the conclusion of the worship service.



First Sunday After Christmas

Christmas is not just a day; it is a season! Christmas Day is the festival commemorating the birth of
the Christ Child, observed primarily on December 25 among billions of people around the world.
The 12 days that follow are known as the Christmas season or Christmastide.

SCRIPTURE FOR MEDITATION: Psalm 148, NRSV

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! Praise him,
all his angels; praise him, all his host! Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shin-
ing stars! Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them
praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. He established
them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. Praise the Lord
from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind
fulfilling his command! Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Wild animals
and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! Kings of the earth and all peoples, princ-
es and all rulers of the earth! Young men and women alike, old and young together! Let
them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth
and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the peo-
ple of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord!

QUOTE FOR MEDITATION:

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

WORDS OF WELCOME Brooke Dooley
PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
*CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVE) Tom Vogel

One: Jesus said,

All:  “This is my Father’s house.”

One: So come into this space

All:  just as you are.

One: Come into this space

All:  speaking your truth.

One: Come into this space

All:  with your authentic self.

One: This is God’s home.

All: A home for all. Let us worship God!



*OPENING HYMN - Love Has Come Bring a Torch
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Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on  high!



*INVOCATION Tom Vogel

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Kyle Riley
Children in the sanctuary are invited to come to the front. All are invited to sing a verse of NCH #124 “Away in the
Manger” to begin the children’s message.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

CALL TO CONFESSION Brooke Dooley

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (RESPONSIVE) Brooke Dooley

One: We could offer welcome,

All:  but we often choose judgment.

One: We could choose action,

All:  but we often choose silence.

One: We could choose advocacy,

All:  but we often choose comfort.

One: We could choose truth,

All:  but we often choose ignorance.

One: We could choose God and one another,

All:  but we often choose ourselves.

One: Forgive us, gracious God, for the moments when we chose poorly.

All:  Open our hearts to choose you, to choose community, to choose love.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS (RESPONSIVE) Brooke Dooley

One: Family of faith, no matter how we choose, we cannot lose God’s love. So may we
embrace God’s grace, and use it as fuel for better days. Hear and believe the good
news of the Gospel:

All:  No matter how many times we walk away, God always welcomes us home.

We are loved. We are forgiven. We are invited. Thanks be to God, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE Brooke Dooley

One: The peace of Christ be with you all.
Many: And also with you!



Eri1STLE READING Colossians 3:12-17, NRSV Trent Williams

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in per-
fect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

SPECIAL MuUSIC: Sweet was the song - Bob Chilcott (Cathy Hansen, soprano;
Tyler Baker-Wilkinson, baritone)

GOSPEL READING Luke 2:41-52, CEB Brooke Dooley

Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. When he was 12 years
old, they went up to Jerusalem according to their custom. After the festival was over, they
were returning home, but the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t
know it. Supposing that he was among their band of travelers, they journeyed on for a full
day while looking for him among their family and friends. When they didn’t find Jesus,
they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the tem-
ple. He was sitting among the teachers, listening to them and putting questions to them.
Everyone who heard him was amazed by his understanding and his answers. When his
parents saw him, they were shocked.

His mother said, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Listen! Your father and 1 have
been worried. We've been looking for you!”

Jesus replied, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know that it was necessary for
me to be in my Father’s house?” But they didn’t understand what he said to them.

Jesus went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. His mother cherished
every word in her heart. Jesus matured in wisdom and years, and in favor with God and
with people.

One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All:  God is still speaking. Thanks be to God!



CHRI1STMAS CAROL SING

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION
INVITATION TO SHARE Tom Vogel

OFFERTORY

Secure online giving via Realm Giving at bit.ly/givetofriendsucc
Venmo to 979-307-8860 or @friendsucc

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God the source of all our gifts,

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifits,

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON) Trent Williams

Gracious God, Your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, to take up
space, to go where we feel called, and to allow this community to feel like home. So use
these gifts to keep building your home here in this place, in this community, in this
world. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES FOR INTERCESSIONS
Trent Williams

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER Trent Williams

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Brooke Dooley



*CLOSING HYMN - No. 154 Go Tell It on the Mountain African-American spiritual

*BENEDICTION Kyle Riley

POSTLUDE

Hymns reprinted with permission — One License #A-730489, CCLI #20046014
Instrumental Music:

Prelude: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks with How Great Our Joy -
arranged by Bernadine Johnson
Offertory: Pat-a-pan - Bernard de la Monnoye, arranged by Melody Bober
Postlude: Ding Dong! Merrily On High (Inspired by Johann Sebastian Bach’s Invention No. 8 in F

Major) - Traditional French Carol, arranged by Faye Lopez

Scriptures for Second Sunday after Christmas, January 5, 2025: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Mat-
thew 2:1-12

GETTING CONNECTED AT FRIENDS

GET CONNECTED! On Fridays we email out a newsletter called “This Week at Friends” that
shares important information and all of the activities and events going on at Friends. Subscribe by
contacting office@friends-ucc.org.

EVENTS THIS WEEK

SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAK, DEC 29: Sunday School will be on Winter Break on December 29th
and January sth. Classes will resume on Sunday, January 12th at 10:00 am. We wish everyone a
joyful and restful holiday season and look forward to seeing you in the new year!

CHRISTMASTIDE REST FOR 9AM SERVICE, JAN 5: The 9am worship service will not be of-
fered on Sundays, Dec. 29 and Jan. 5. During Christmastide, join us for the 11am service in person
or online.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED, JAN 1: The church office will be closed on Wednesday, January 1 for
New Years Day. Normal business hours will resume on Thursday, January 2.

FIRST FRIDAY WITH FRIENDS, JAN 3: First Friday with Friends is held in conjunction with
Downtown Bryan’s First Friday activities. We have a meet up at Blackwater Draw and always have
a few people there for the 5:30-7:30 timeframe. Some folks stay at Blackwater all evening and oth-

ers stop by on their way to or from dining and playing in downtown Bryan.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATES: Friends Church is hosting a family of six at the Family Promise
Center Dec. 29-Janaury 4. A special thanks to the twelve families from Friends who have stepped
up to say “yes” to providing breakfast/lunch food as well as dinners for five nights. We asked and
you responded! Thank you from your Friends Family Promise coordinators.

MENTAL HEALTH WALKS W/ PASTOR BROOKE ON WINTER BREAK: Pastor Brooke will be
taking a break from the weekly Mental Health Walks for the Winter Break, but we will return to
our usual 4:30pm walks at Wolf Pen Creek Park on January 14, 2025.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR YOUTH GROUP’S 2025 MISSION TRIP PLANNING TEAM: Do
you love hearing from the Friends Youth Group each year about the great work they do on their
Mission Trip? How’d you like to be part of the team that ensures our Youth have the best experi-
ence possible? We are currently in need of volunteers to serve on the Planning Team for the Youth
Group’s 2025 Mission Trip to Denver. This includes planning fundraisers, travel, and fun activities
while in Colorado. Reach out to Pastor Brooke at pastorbrooke@friends-ucc.org to be part of this
important ministry.

FRIENDS GREETERS NEEDED: Join our Friends Church greeter team! We are in need of ad-
ditional folks to help welcome people on Sunday mornings and make our worship services flow
smoothly. If you are interested in learning more, reach out to Worship Committee chair Charity
Stokes at worship@friends-ucc.org. You can also sign up online here: bit.ly/FriendsGreeter.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED: We have all the Sunday school classes covered but are
still looking for volunteers who could be called when teachers are out of town to be substitutes.
Please let Pastor Dan or Abby Burley, Christian_ed@friends-ucc.org, know if we can add you to
our list.

MIGRANT JUSTICE NETWORK FORMING IN BCS: The Brazos Sanctuary Coalition (BSC),
formed by Friends Church and other churches, non-profits and individuals in 2017, is re-organiz-
ing as the Migrant Justice Network (MJN) in preparation for the challenges the community may
face in the coming months. The M]N is an interfaith group standing publicly in solidarity with
members of our community at risk for detention and deportation. We will serve as witness to the
injustices of the immigration system by accompanying and supporting our immigrant brothers
and sisters and working to keep families safe and together. If you would like to be informed and
updated on our plans and opportunities for you to contribute and participate, beginning in Janu-
ary 2025, please email migrantjusticenetwork@gmail.com and we will add you to the announce-
ments list.



OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AND SHARE

SUPPORT OUR PODCAST: Help us spread the good word! Share this week’s sermon with those
you love with our “Friends Congregational Church Sermons” podcast, available wherever you can
find podcasts! Easily access and publicize our mission to follow the model of Jesus: to live faithful-
ly, love limitlessly, and serve boldly. With over 100 episodes published (since Advent of last year)
we've expanded (since Eastertide this year) our efforts to include the wider library of sermons
offered before this podcast kicked off. We would love to have your support by either showing this
podcast to friends and loved ones, and/or contributing your voice to introduce an episode. Vol-
unteers can reach out to av@friends-ucc.org (Jeremy) if interested, or you might get approached
after service. Recording takes less than 10 minutes and is almost entirely scripted.

Be a Greeter and Communion Steward: To help in the gam and 11am services, please contact
Worship Committee Chair Charity Stokes: worship@friends-ucc.org.

Youth Group Looking for Extra Help: We are still looking for volunteers to help with the Youth
Group events for the new school year. Contact Pastor Brooke at pastorbrooke@friend-ucc.org.
Sunday School Teachers Needed: Are you feeling called to teach our children or youth? Contact
Pastor Dan for more information: pastor@friends-ucc.org.

Coffee Crew/Kitchen Angel: “All I need is coffee; all we need are volunteers to make it!”

Sign up via sheet on kitchen counter, at bit.ly/friendschurchcoffee or email Jan at Fellowship@
friends-ucc.org

Be a Curbside Steward: Recycling occurs once every two weeks early on Fridays and trash pick-up
is weekly, early on Mondays. Bins need to be placed at the curb the afternoon or evening before
the scheduled pick up day and returned to the side of the church after pick-up. Contact Proper-
ty@Friends-ucc.org

Serve the Community: Help out at the Brazos Church Food Pantry, the Friday food distribution
at Peace Lutheran, or Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network (BIIN) as an English or citizenship
class tutor. And more! Visit the Friends Church website (Friends-ucc.org)» Get Involved » Volun-
teer or email office@friends-ucc.org for more information or to volunteer.



SAVE THE DATE

GUYZ BREAKFAST, JAN 11: Guyz Breakfast brings together fellowship, fun and great food. Join
us at the church on the second Saturday of the month 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Bring your favorite
breakfast food or drink to share. Pancakes and coffee are provided.



Friends Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

Vision:
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and
extravagant welcome.

Mission:
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.

Friends Church Staff
Senior Pastor Director of Music Ministries
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon (he, him) Chris Hoffman (he, him)
pastor@friends-ucc.org choir@friends-ucc.org
Executive Pastor Associate Pastor to Youth & Young Adults
The Rev. Trent Williams (he, him) The Rev. Brooke Dooley (she, her, they, them)
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org pastorbrooke@friends-ucc.org

Administrative Assistant
Michael Rangel (he, him)
office@friends-ucc.org

2200 Southwood Drive College Station, Texas 77845
979-693-7021 . office@friends-ucc.org
www.friends-ucc.org . Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00
Pastor Dan’s weekday off is Friday. Pastor Trent’s weekday off is Monday.



