
December 24, 2024
6:30pm

Christmas Eve

“Ordinary Glory”
Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, inspired by Luke 2:1-20



FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us tonight, please let us know. Wel-
come cards are located in the chair backs to fill out and leave in the offering plate during 
tonight’s offertory. If you are joining us online for tonight’s service, you will find an On-
line Visitor Card at https://www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are 
here, so please let us know if there is anything we can do for you.

CHILDCARE: We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship or you may choose childcare, offered for ages 
1-5 in the nursery down the hall through the piano side double doors. We currently have 
Covid Protocols in place, which you can find posted outside the nursery door.

WiFi: To access church WiFi, please use this login information,
WiFi – The Promised LAN   Password: stillspeaking

RESTROOMS are located through the double doors on the piano side of the sanctuary. 
Gender assigned restrooms are straight down at the end of the hall, and a gender neutral 
restroom is to the immediate right.

LEADING IN TONIGHT’S SERVICE: 

Lay Leader: Jennifer Holleman, Chelsie Lyday, Charlie Hutto
Greeter: Dwight Roblyer & Peggy Vitek
Communion Steward: Larry Dooley

We give God thanks for our volunteers sharing their gifts. To volunteer for a Sunday as a 
lay leader, communion steward, or greeter, email worship@friends-ucc.org. 

Welcome to Friends Church!
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Christmas Eve with us. Friends 

Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the United Church of 
Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of our church—people of 
all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and abilities. No matter who you 

are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

  Christmas Eve
 For centuries, Christmas was celebrated not as a single day, but as a whole season in parts of the   
 world, beginning with December 24, Christmas Eve. Christmas Eve is the evening or entire day 
 before Christmas Day, the festival commemorating the birth of Jesus. 



 

Quote for Meditation: 
“No priest, no theologian stood at the manger of Bethlehem. And yet all Christian the-
ology has its origin in the wonder of all wonders: that God became human. Our eyes are 
at fault, that is all. God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness, succor in 
abandonment.”       –Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “God Is In the Manger”

Pre-Service Handbell Choir Concert: A Child Is Born

Carol of the Bells - Mykola Leontovich, arranged by Cathy Moklebust
Savior of the Nations, Come - 16th century German tune, arranged by Cathy Moklebust 
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying - Ron Mallory
What Child Is This? - Traditional English Carol, arranged by Douglas E. Wagner
Angels We Have Heard on High - French Carol, arranged by Martha Lynn Thompson 
Do You Hear What I Hear? - Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne, arranged by Kevin Mc-
Chesney
Joy to the World - George Frideric Handel, arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski

Friends Church Handbell Choir, conducted by Chris Hoffman
Dinah Anderson, Hayley Coltharp, Mac De Leon, Ruthie De Leon, Stacy De Leon, Cady Engler, 

Kim Dooley, Mike Luepke, Ashlie Metcalf, Diane Simpson, Tom Vogel, Kim Witt

Chiming of the Trinity 

Words of Welcome                               Dan De Leon       

Prelude & Lighting of the Altar Candles  

Call to Worship                 Jennifer Holleman

One: An unmarried teenage girl was invited—
All:    to carry Christ into this world.
One: An ordinary carpenter was invited—
All:    to be a father to a child unlike any other.
One: The shepherds were invited—
All:    outcast and isolated, included at the manger.
One: The Magi were invited—
All:    foreigners and seekers, included at the manger.
One: And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited—
All:    then we can trust that we too are invited.
One: This story is for us.
All:    This love is for us.
One: Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home.
All:    Amen.



*Opening Hymn: No. #345 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence          Picardy 

*Invocation              Chelsie Lyday

Children’s Message     Dan De Leon    

Children in the sanctuary are invited to come to the front. All are invited to sing the first verse 
of “Away in a Manger” (NCH #124) to begin the children’s message.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

*Passing of the Peace                             Dan De Leon

 One: The peace of Christ be with you all.
 Many: And also with you!

Hebew Scripture Reading         Isaiah 9:2-7, NRSV       Brooke Dooley

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of Da-
vid and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Choral Anthem: O magnum mysterium - Tomás Luis de Victoria

O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the newborn Lord, 
lying in a manger!

O blessed virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

 



Gospel Reading     Luke 2:1-20, NRSV                        Trent Williams

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syr-
ia. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Naza-
reth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary trea-
sured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.   

One:  The Word of God for the people of God.
All:  God is still speaking. Thanks be to God!

The Message                    Trent Williams

Moment for Reflection

Invitation to Share             Charlie Hutto    

Offertory

Secure online giving via Realm Giving at bit.ly/givetofriendsucc
Venmo to 979-307-8860 or @friendsucc



*Doxology 

*Prayer of Dedication  (unison)                  Brooke Dooley

Gracious God,
Your story is one that forever invites us
to be our full selves, to take up space, to go where we feel called,
and to allow this community to feel like home.
So use these gifts to keep building your home here.
With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray. Amen.

The Observance of Holy Communion        Dan De Leon, Brooke Dooley

The Lord’s Prayer            Dan De Leon           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



*Carols by Candelight 

Angels We Have Heard on High, vv. 1 & 3 only



It Came Upon the Midnight Clear, vv. 1 & 5 only
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

123

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849, alt.
MUSIC: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850

CAROL
CMD

(alternate tune: NOEL)

The “it” of the first line of this text by a Unitarian minister does not refer to the birth of Jesus, but to “that
glorious song of old,” the angelic tidings of peace on earth. The restored third stanza laments how often the
noise of human strife has obscured that message.

123-it 124-still.mus, Page 1



O Little Town of Bethlehem, vv. 1 & 4 only
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

121

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Phillips Brooks, 1868
MUSIC: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868

ST. LOUIS
8.6.8.6.7.6.8.6

(alternate tune: FOREST GREEN)

Though he was famed during his lifetime as a great preacher, no sermon Phillips Brooks ever preached has
been heard or read by as many people as have sung this carol he wrote in December 1868 for the Sunday
School children of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Philadelphia.

121-o little town.mus, Page 1



Away in a Manger, vv. 1 & 3 only



Silent Night, Holy Night!

*Benediction            Trent Williams

Postlude
Hymns reprinted with permission — One License #A-730489, CCLI #20046014

Instrumental Music:
Prelude:   Sing We Now of Christmas - Traditional French Carol, arranged by Bernadine Johnson
Offertory: O Holy Night - Adolphe Adam, arranged by David Lanz
Communion: Still, Still, Still - Austrian Carol, arranged by Chip Davis
  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks - George Frideric Handel, arranged by Melody Bober
Postlude:  Silent Night - Franz Xaver Gruber, arranged by David Lanz

Scriptures for First Sunday after Christmas, December 29, 2024: Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

122

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1–3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;
    stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818
Korean Trans. © The Christian Literature Society of Korea

STILLE NACHT
Irregular

The tradition that this carol’s tune was created for guitar accompaniment at its first singing on Christmas
Eve 1818 seems reliable, though a recent find shows that the text was about two years old. But there is no
question that this is now a favorite Christmas carol worldwide.

GERMAN
1    Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!

 Alles schläft, einsam wacht
 nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
 Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
 schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
 schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

SPANISH
1    ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor!

 Todo duerme en derredor,
 entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
 bella, anunciando al niñito Jesús,
 brilla la estrella de paz,
 brilla la estrella de paz.

KOREAN
1     ���������
�������
��������
��������
�������
���������
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Senior Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon (he, him)

pastor@friends-ucc.org

Executive Pastor
The Rev. Trent Williams (he, him)

pastortrent@friends-ucc.org

2200 Southwood Drive   College Station, Texas 77845
979-693-7021  office@friends-ucc.org 

www.friends-ucc.org  Office Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00–3:00

Director of Music Ministries
Chris Hoffman (he, him)
choir@friends-ucc.org

Associate Pastor to Youth & Young Adults
Brooke Dooley (she, her, they, them)

pastorbrooke@friends-ucc.org

Friends Church Staff

Administrative Assistant
Michael Rangel (he, him)
office@friends-ucc.org

GIVE TO THE CHRISTMAS FUND: Each year, Friends Church members participate in giving 
to the Christmas Fund of the United Church of Christ, one of the four special mission offerings 
of the UCC that members from across the nation contribute towards. For over 100 years, The 
Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees from across the 
United Church of Christ, providing emergency grants, supplementation for health care, and 
Christmas “thank you” gift checks to lower-income retired ministers. Please contribute during our 
services on Christmas Eve or December 29, or through our website, and show our Friends Church 
generosity to those who have ministered to so many.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED & UPDATES, DEC 25-27: The church office will be closed on 
Wednesday, Dec 25 for Christmas Day. Michael will also be on vacation from Thursday (Dec 26) 
and Friday (Dec 27). Please send him any updates for worship and marketing before the holiday.

CHRISTMASTIDE REST FOR 9AM SERVICE, DEC 29: The 9am worship service will not be of-
fered on Sundays, Dec. 29 and Jan. 5. During Christmastide, join us for the 11am service in person 
or online.

Announcements


